Identification of the N-terminal residue of the heavy chain of both native and recombinant human hepatocyte growth factor.
The N-terminal amino acid of the heavy chain of native (purified from human plasma) and recombinant human hepatocyte growth factor (hHGF) was determined by analyses of amino acid composition and sequence of peptide fragments derived by enzymatic cleavage, peptide mapping, and fast atom bombardment mass spectrometry. Our results indicate that the N-terminal amino acid of the heavy chain of hHGF, both native and recombinant, is pyroglutamate, derived from glutamine at the 32nd residue from the initiation methionine.